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Edward R. Roybal Federal Building and Courthouse ‚ 255 East Temple Street ‚ Suite 1260 ‚ Los Angeles, California  90012

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

OFFICE OF THE CLERK JON D. CERETTO
Executive Officer    

Clerk of Court      

RE:  REVISED INFORMATION REGARDING THE LOS ANGELES
COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION/PUBLIC COUNSEL BANKRUPTCY

PRO BONO PROGRAM

The Los Angeles County Bar Association, in conjunction with Public Counsel, has
implemented a Bankruptcy Pro Bono Program in the Los Angeles and San Fernando
Valley divisions.  Currently, this program is available only for defendants in § 523 non-
dischargeability adversary proceedings who cannot afford an attorney.  If the defendant
cannot afford an attorney, he or she may apply for free legal representation with Public
Counsel.  All applicants will first be screened for eligibility.  If found eligible, an attorney
may be found who will represent the applicant in the § 523 non-dischargeability adversary
proceeding free of charge.

To apply for legal representation under this program or for additional information, please
contact Public Counsel.  For contact information, please see the “Notice to Defendants of
Availability of Los Angeles County Bar Association/Public Council Bankruptcy Pro Bono
Program.”  The most current version of this notice can be obtained from our web site at
www.cacb.uscourts.gov.  To access the notice, double click on the “Pro Bono Program”
button on the left-hand side of our web site.  Then select the file named DAP.PDF.  Do not
contact the Clerk’s Office for information regarding your eligibility for this program.

Plaintiffs in § 523 non-dischargeability adversary proceedings filed in the Los Angeles and
San Fernando Valley divisions will be required to serve a notice of the availability of the
above program on the defendants along with the Summons and Notice of Status
Conference and to provide proof of such service with the Court.  A sample of the notice of
the availability of the program is attached to this Public Notice.

JON D. CERETTO
CLERK OF COURT

99-015

PUBLIC NOTICE



 
 
 
 

THE PUBLIC INTEREST LAW OFFICE OF THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY AND BEVERLY HILLS BAR ASSOCIATIONS 
 

 
 

IMMEDIATE ACTION REQUIRED! 
 

 
Your creditor has initiated a lawsuit against you in bankruptcy 
court.  You have been served with a Summons and Complaint.  If 
you do not file a response to the Complaint by the court deadline, 
a default judgment may be entered against you.  If a default is 
entered, your debt will not be discharged and you will be 
responsible for repaying the amount demanded in the Complaint.  
 
You should contact your attorney immediately!  Your attorney 
may be able to help you resolve the lawsuit favorably. 
 

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE AN ATTORNEY AND CANNOT 
AFFORD TO HIRE ONE, YOU SHOULD CONTACT: 

 
PUBLIC COUNSEL LAW CENTER 

Debtor Assistance Project 
P. O. Box 76900 

Los Angeles, CA 90076-9812 
(213) 385-2977, extension 704 

 
Hotline Hours:  10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.  

Mondays and Wednesdays Only 
 
You will be screened for eligibility.  Not all applicants will qualify. 
 
You may be required to leave a message.  Be sure to 
leave your name, daytime telephone number, and the best 
time to reach you during hotline hours. 
 
 
(Revised 6/8/01) 



 
 
 
 

THE PUBLIC INTEREST LAW OFFICE OF THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY AND BEVERLY HILLS BAR ASSOCIATIONS 
 

 
 

¡SE REQUIERE ACCIÓN INMEDIATO! 
 

 
Su acreedor ha iniciado una demanda contra usted en la corte de 
bancarrota.  Usted ha recibido la Citación y Queja (Demanda).  Si 
no responde a la demanda antes de la fecha indicada, un juicio será 
puesto contra usted.  En este entonces, su deuda con este acreedor 
no será descargada en su bancarrota y será responsable por la 
cantidad del juicio. 
 
¡Usted debe de comunicarse con su abogado inmediatamente!   
 

SI NO TIENE ABOGADO Y NO TIENE LOS RECURSOS 
PARA RETENER UNO, DEBE COMUNICARSE CON: 

 
PUBLIC COUNSEL LAW CENTER 

Debtor Assistance Project 
P. O. Box 76900 

Los Angeles, CA  90076-9812 
(213) 385-2977, extension 704 

 
Horario:  10:00 AM-12:00 p.m. y 2:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Lunes y Miércoles Solamente 
 
Su llamada será revisada por razones de elegibilidad.  No todos 
califican para nuestros servicios gratuitos. 
 
Puede ser que cuando hable tenga que dejar un mensaje.  Por 
favor asegure en dejar su nombre, numero de teléfono de día, y la 
mejor hora en cuando se puede comunicar con usted. 
  
(Revised 6/8/01) 



Notice to all Debtors Appearing for
Reaffirmation Agreement Hearings

The Los Angeles County Bar Association has created a Debtor

Assistance Program to provide free legal assistance to bankruptcy

debtors who cannot afford an attorney.  An attorney from this program

will be available, free of charge, to answer questions which you may

have regarding whether or not it is in your best interest to enter into the

reaffirmation agreement.  If you are interested in speaking with the

attorney, please report to assigned courtroom one hour before the

hearing.



AVISO PARA DEUDORES QUE CARGAN DEUDAS
PRESENTANDOSE A UNA AUDENCIA PARA UN

ACUERDO DE REAFIRMACIÓN

La Asociación de la Barra de Abogados del Condado de Los Angeles ha

creado un programa para asistir a las personas que cargan deudas (Debtor

Assistance Program) y que no están en la capacidad financiera para pagarle

a un abogado.  Un abogado de este programa estará disponible,

gratituamente, para contestar preguntas que usted tenga sobre si sea en su

mejor interés o no, entrar en un acuerdo de reafirmación.  Si usted esta

interesado para una consultacion con un abogado, porfavor presentese a la

corte asignada una (1) hora antes de su audencia.











What is a Reaffirmation Agreement?

You have signed a reaffirmation agreement with one of your creditors.  It is not valid unless you come to Court
and I approve it.  You can still decide not to reaffirm this debt, so it is important for you to understand what the
effect of the reaffirmation agreement is.

Your discharge in bankruptcy relieves you of a legal liability to pay debts that are discharged.  You may decide
that you voluntarily want to pay a debt that has been discharged, and there is no prohibition against your doing
this.  You are not required to reaffirm any debt or sign any agreement regarding a debt that has been or will be
discharged in your bankruptcy in order to voluntarily repay a debt.

Even though the discharge means you do not have to pay the debts that are discharged, sometimes a creditor
will have a security interest in some property the creditor will be able to take if you do not pay the debt.  A creditor
can have a security interest in real estate or in personal property (such as your furniture or car).  Often, for
example, a merchant who sells you something on its credit card has a security interest in the item or items
purchased.

If a creditor has a security interest, it can enforce that security interest if the loan is in default.  Usually that means
it can foreclose upon or repossess the property that is subject to the security interest.  Just going into bankruptcy
is not a default that a creditor can enforce.  Defaults usually arise out of missed payments, lack of insurance or
something of that nature.

If I approve this reaffirmation agreement, the debt that you are reaffirming will not be discharged in the
bankruptcy.  You are still obligated to make the payments due on the debt.  If you can’t make the payments, the
creditor can repossess the property in which it has a security interest (the collateral), can sell it, and may sue you
for a judgment for the difference between the amount that it receives on the sale and the amount that you owe
on the loan.  If there is no collateral for the loan, the creditor can sue you and obtain a judgment for the balance
owed and this is not affected by your bankruptcy discharge.  For this reason, bankruptcy law requires me to
speak with you to ascertain whether you understand what you are agreeing to, whether you are likely to be able
to keep up with the agreement, whether the payments will be a hardship to you and your reason for reaffirming
this debt.

Therefore, I need to know the answers to those and some other questions to help me decide whether to approve
your agreement or not.  At the hearing, I will ask you several questions.  I will want to know if the creditor with
whom you have made this reaffirmation agreement holds some kind of security for the debt.  If so, I will want to
know in what property the creditor has a security interest.  Do you still have the property that is collateral for this
debt?  If so, do you want to keep it?  Why?  How much is it worth?

If the creditor does not have collateral for the debt, I will want to know why you would want to be legally obligated
to pay it.  What do you think you will get out of it?  Has the creditor made any promises to you?  If so, are they
in writing?

Whether there is collateral for the debt or not, I will want to know whether you know what the terms of your
agreement are.  Do you know the interest rate?  Do you know how long it will take you to pay off the debt you
are reaffirming?  Has the creditor filed suit against you to declare this debt non-dischargeable or has it threatened
to file such a suit?

If you do not come to Court for the hearing, I will deny the motion to reaffirm the debt.  If I deny the motion to
reaffirm the debt, you are under no legal responsibility to pay the creditor, but the creditor can then seek to
repossess the collateral (if there is any).  However, the creditor cannot obtain a judgment against you for the
amount you owe on this debt.



¿QUÉ ES UN ACUERDO DE REAFIRMACIÓN?

Usted ha firmado un acuerdo de reafirmación con uno de sus acreadores.  El

acuerdo no es valido si no se presenta a la corte para que sea aprovado.

Usted todavía puede decidir no querer reafirmar su deuda, es muy importante

que usted entienda cuales son los efectos de un acuerdo de reafirmación.  

Su descargo en bancarrota lo ampara de su obligación legal para pagar sus

deudas de las cuales usted ya ha sido perdonado.  Uste puede decidir que

pagara una deuda voluntariamente a la cual ya ha sido decargada.  No hay

ninguna prohibición que le impida hacer esto.  Usted no sera exigido a

reafirmar ninguna deuda o a firmar ningún acuerdo con respecto a ninguna

deuda que ha sido o que sera descargada en su tramite de bancarrota para

pagarla voluntariamente.

Aunque el descargo de su deuda significa que usted no tiene que pagar las

deudas que ya han sido absueltas, algunas veces acreedores tendrán un

interés asegurado en el titulo de alguna de sus pertenencias personales (como

su carro, su casa, o sus muebles).  Muchas de las veces algún comerciante

que le venda algo en su tarjeta de crédito tiene un interés de titulo asegurado

en los atículos que compro.  



Si un acreedor tiene un interés de titulo asegurado, puede ejecutar ese interés

de titulo asegurado que tiene si el préstamo esta sin cumplimiento.  Esto casi

siempre significa que el acreedor puede tomar posesión de la propiedad en la

cual tiene un interés de titulo asegurado.  El comienzo de tramites para

bancarrota no pueden ser ejecutados por un acreedor.  La falta de

comparecencia casi siempre resulta de falta de aseguranza, falta de pagos, o

algo de esa naturaleza.

Si el juez aprueba el acuerdo de reafirmación, la deuda que usted esta

reafirmando no sera absuelta en su tramite de bancarrota.  Usted aun estará

obligado a hacer los pagos que aun debe en la deuda.  Si usted no puede

hacer los pagos, el acreedor puede reposesar la propiedad en la cual tiene

interés de titulo asegurado (colateral), y puede venderlo, y hasta lo puede

demandar por un juicio por la diferencia entre la cantidad que se recibe de la

venta y la cantidad que usted debe en el préstamo.  Si no hay un interes de

aseguranza para el préstamo, el acreedor puede demandarlo y obtener un

juicio por la cantidad que debe.  Esto no sera afectado por la absolución de su

bancarrota.  Por esta razón, las leyes de bancarrota requieren que el juez

hable con usted para asegurarse que usted entiende a lo que se esta

comprometiendo.  Así se determinar si usted podrá mantener el acuerdo,

podrá hacer los pagos, y su razón por reafirmar dicha deuda.

Así es que el juez necesitara saber la respuesta a esas y otras preguntas para

poder decidir si aprobar o negar el acuerdo.  En la audiencia, el juez le hará

varias preguntas.  El quedrá saber si el acreedor con quien usted hizo este

acuerdo de reafirmación tiene algún interés asegurado sobre la deuda.  



Si es así, el juez quedrá saber que en cual de su propiedad el acreedor tiene

el interés de titulo asegurado.  Tambien quedre saber si todavia tiene la

propiedad en la cual tiene interés de titulo asegurado para esta deuda, si usted

tiene la propiedad que sirve de interes de titulo para esta deuda.  Si es así,

usted desea mantener la deuda? Porque? y cuanto esl el valor de tal

propiedad.

Si el acreedor no tiene colateral para la deuda, el juez querrá saber por que

usted quiere estar legalmente obligado a pagar dicha deuda.  Como piensa

usted que se beneficiara haciendose legalmente responsable por esa deuda.

Si el acreedor le ha hecho alguna promesa.  Si es así, lo tiene por escrito?

Aun si hay colateral por la deuda o no, el juez querrá saber si usted sabe

cuales son las condiciones de su acuerdo.  Si usted sabe cuales son las tarifas

de los intereses.  Si usted sabe cuanto tiempo le llevara pagar la deuda que

esta reafirmando.  Si usted ha sido demandado por alguno de sus acreedores

y si su deuda ha sido declarada como “sin poderse absolver” o si lo ha

amenazado con hacerlo.  

Si usted no se presenta a la audiencia, el juez negara la moción para reafirmar

cualquier deuda.  Si el juez niega la moción para reafirmar la deuda, usted no

tendrá ningúna responsabilidad para pagarle al acreedor, pero el acreedor

puede intentar reposeer el colateral (si existe alguno).  El acreedor no podrá

obtener un juicio en contra suya por la cantidad que debe en esta cuenta.  



Los Angeles County Bar
Association Members
(213) 683-9193

Los Angeles County Bar Association Members

RE: LACBA Bankruptcy Pro Bono Project

Dear Member:  

The Los Angeles County Bar Association Commercial Law and Bankruptcy Section
is delighted to announce the establishment of its program to provide pro bono services to
indigent debtors in bankruptcy cases. As you have undoubtedly read many times in the
past few years, consumer bankruptcy filings in the United States in general and in Los
Angeles in particular have hit an all time high. Many of the individual debtors who file
bankruptcy cases in Los Angeles cannot afford counsel to commence those cases. The
Los Angeles County Bar Association, with assistance and cooperation of the judges of the
United States Bankruptcy Court for the Central District of California, have established the
program designed to provide representation to at least some of these individuals.

The first phase of the program will provide counsel to individual debtors who are
sued by creditors seeking to establish that particular debts are not dischargeable in the
bankruptcy case. In other jurisdictions in which such programs have been established, a
significant number of these complaints have been quickly resolved on favorable terms
shortly after an attorney undertakes the representation of the debtor. Our volunteers will
be able to provide reasoned advice to these debtors regarding their rights and, where
appropriate, to settle the case or defend those rights if necessary.  

The Los Angeles County Bar Association is soliciting your participation as a
volunteer to undertake the representation of one or more debtor/defendants each year. To
support you in this endeavor, the Los Angeles County Bar Association will provide you with
written materials on the substantive legal issues and pertinent authorities. The materials
will also include forms of pleadings which might be useful. The Los Angeles County Bar
Association will also schedule educational programs for volunteers and will solicit the
participation of law students from local law schools to assist volunteers in the
representation of these indigent clients. The goal of the Los Angeles County Bar
Association is to provide sufficient resources to you so that you can freely undertake
participation in this worthwhile project even if you do not specialize in bankruptcy.
Nondischargeability litigation is, after all, just that:  litigation, albeit in the bankruptcy court.



The Los Angeles County Bar Association intends and hopes to expand the program
to provide counseling services for debtors prior to the commencement of bankruptcy
cases. These services would include advising the debtors as to the benefits and
detriments of filing bankruptcy cases, the choice between chapter 7 and chapter 13 cases,
and, if appropriate, the commencement of a case under either chapter. We hope that the
second phase of the program will be operational during 1998.

The Bankruptcy Court will require plaintiffs to send notices to pro se
debtor/defendants informing them that they may qualify for pro bono representation. Public
Counsel has agreed to screen potential applicants to determine which of them qualify for
these pro bono services. NOW ALL WE NEED IS YOU.

If you are prepared to volunteer to participate in providing these worthwhile
services, please fill out the enclosed form and return it to Jeff Krause, by telecopier or in
the enclosed envelope. If you have questions regarding the scope of the program, the
support that we will provide, or the fundamental need for such a program, please
telephone Jeff Krause, Stutman, Treister & Glatt a Professional Corporation at (213) 251-
5205 or fax at (213) 251-5288.  E-mail address is JKrause@Stutman.com.

Very truly yours,

Jeffrey C. Krause

Enclosure



BANKRUPTCY PRO BONO PROGRAM

VOLUNTEER COMMITMENT FORM

Yes, I would like to help the Los Angeles County Bar Association's program for
providing pro bono services to in pro per debtors in chapter 7 bankruptcy proceedings.  

Name:

Firm:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Phone:

Fax:

When completed, please send by facsimile to:  

Jeff Krause, Esq.
Stutman, Treister & Glatt P.C.

3699 Wilshire Blvd., #900
Los Angeles, CA  90010

Telephone:(213) 251-5205
Facsimile:(213) 251-5288

E-mail: JKrause @Stutman.com

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!























































































Los Angeles County Bar
Association Members
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Nondischargeability litigation is, after all, just that:  litigation, albeit in the bankruptcy court.
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cases. These services would include advising the debtors as to the benefits and
detriments of filing bankruptcy cases, the choice between chapter 7 and chapter 13 cases,
and, if appropriate, the commencement of a case under either chapter. We hope that the
second phase of the program will be operational during 1998.

The Bankruptcy Court will require plaintiffs to send notices to pro se
debtor/defendants informing them that they may qualify for pro bono representation. Public
Counsel has agreed to screen potential applicants to determine which of them qualify for
these pro bono services. NOW ALL WE NEED IS YOU.

If you are prepared to volunteer to participate in providing these worthwhile
services, please fill out the enclosed form and return it to Jeff Krause, by telecopier or in
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support that we will provide, or the fundamental need for such a program, please
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BANKRUPTCY PRO BONO PROGRAM

VOLUNTEER COMMITMENT FORM

Yes, I would like to help the Los Angeles County Bar Association's program for
providing pro bono services to in pro per debtors in chapter 7 bankruptcy proceedings.  
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What is a Reaffirmation Agreement?

You have signed a reaffirmation agreement with one of your creditors.  It is not valid unless you come to Court
and I approve it.  You can still decide not to reaffirm this debt, so it is important for you to understand what the
effect of the reaffirmation agreement is.

Your discharge in bankruptcy relieves you of a legal liability to pay debts that are discharged.  You may decide
that you voluntarily want to pay a debt that has been discharged, and there is no prohibition against your doing
this.  You are not required to reaffirm any debt or sign any agreement regarding a debt that has been or will be
discharged in your bankruptcy in order to voluntarily repay a debt.

Even though the discharge means you do not have to pay the debts that are discharged, sometimes a creditor
will have a security interest in some property the creditor will be able to take if you do not pay the debt.  A creditor
can have a security interest in real estate or in personal property (such as your furniture or car).  Often, for
example, a merchant who sells you something on its credit card has a security interest in the item or items
purchased.

If a creditor has a security interest, it can enforce that security interest if the loan is in default.  Usually that means
it can foreclose upon or repossess the property that is subject to the security interest.  Just going into bankruptcy
is not a default that a creditor can enforce.  Defaults usually arise out of missed payments, lack of insurance or
something of that nature.

If I approve this reaffirmation agreement, the debt that you are reaffirming will not be discharged in the
bankruptcy.  You are still obligated to make the payments due on the debt.  If you can’t make the payments, the
creditor can repossess the property in which it has a security interest (the collateral), can sell it, and may sue you
for a judgment for the difference between the amount that it receives on the sale and the amount that you owe
on the loan.  If there is no collateral for the loan, the creditor can sue you and obtain a judgment for the balance
owed and this is not affected by your bankruptcy discharge.  For this reason, bankruptcy law requires me to
speak with you to ascertain whether you understand what you are agreeing to, whether you are likely to be able
to keep up with the agreement, whether the payments will be a hardship to you and your reason for reaffirming
this debt.

Therefore, I need to know the answers to those and some other questions to help me decide whether to approve
your agreement or not.  At the hearing, I will ask you several questions.  I will want to know if the creditor with
whom you have made this reaffirmation agreement holds some kind of security for the debt.  If so, I will want to
know in what property the creditor has a security interest.  Do you still have the property that is collateral for this
debt?  If so, do you want to keep it?  Why?  How much is it worth?

If the creditor does not have collateral for the debt, I will want to know why you would want to be legally obligated
to pay it.  What do you think you will get out of it?  Has the creditor made any promises to you?  If so, are they
in writing?

Whether there is collateral for the debt or not, I will want to know whether you know what the terms of your
agreement are.  Do you know the interest rate?  Do you know how long it will take you to pay off the debt you
are reaffirming?  Has the creditor filed suit against you to declare this debt non-dischargeable or has it threatened
to file such a suit?

If you do not come to Court for the hearing, I will deny the motion to reaffirm the debt.  If I deny the motion to
reaffirm the debt, you are under no legal responsibility to pay the creditor, but the creditor can then seek to
repossess the collateral (if there is any).  However, the creditor cannot obtain a judgment against you for the
amount you owe on this debt.



AVISO PARA DEUDORES QUE CARGAN DEUDAS
PRESENTANDOSE A UNA AUDENCIA PARA UN

ACUERDO DE REAFIRMACIÓN

La Asociación de la Barra de Abogados del Condado de Los Angeles ha

creado un programa para asistir a las personas que cargan deudas (Debtor

Assistance Program) y que no están en la capacidad financiera para pagarle

a un abogado.  Un abogado de este programa estará disponible,

gratituamente, para contestar preguntas que usted tenga sobre si sea en su

mejor interés o no, entrar en un acuerdo de reafirmación.  Si usted esta

interesado para una consultacion con un abogado, porfavor presentese a la

corte asignada una (1) hora antes de su audencia.



¿QUÉ ES UN ACUERDO DE REAFIRMACIÓN?

Usted ha firmado un acuerdo de reafirmación con uno de sus acreadores.  El

acuerdo no es valido si no se presenta a la corte para que sea aprovado.

Usted todavía puede decidir no querer reafirmar su deuda, es muy importante

que usted entienda cuales son los efectos de un acuerdo de reafirmación.  

Su descargo en bancarrota lo ampara de su obligación legal para pagar sus

deudas de las cuales usted ya ha sido perdonado.  Uste puede decidir que

pagara una deuda voluntariamente a la cual ya ha sido decargada.  No hay

ninguna prohibición que le impida hacer esto.  Usted no sera exigido a

reafirmar ninguna deuda o a firmar ningún acuerdo con respecto a ninguna

deuda que ha sido o que sera descargada en su tramite de bancarrota para

pagarla voluntariamente.

Aunque el descargo de su deuda significa que usted no tiene que pagar las

deudas que ya han sido absueltas, algunas veces acreedores tendrán un

interés asegurado en el titulo de alguna de sus pertenencias personales (como

su carro, su casa, o sus muebles).  Muchas de las veces algún comerciante

que le venda algo en su tarjeta de crédito tiene un interés de titulo asegurado

en los atículos que compro.  



Si un acreedor tiene un interés de titulo asegurado, puede ejecutar ese interés

de titulo asegurado que tiene si el préstamo esta sin cumplimiento.  Esto casi

siempre significa que el acreedor puede tomar posesión de la propiedad en la

cual tiene un interés de titulo asegurado.  El comienzo de tramites para

bancarrota no pueden ser ejecutados por un acreedor.  La falta de

comparecencia casi siempre resulta de falta de aseguranza, falta de pagos, o

algo de esa naturaleza.

Si el juez aprueba el acuerdo de reafirmación, la deuda que usted esta

reafirmando no sera absuelta en su tramite de bancarrota.  Usted aun estará

obligado a hacer los pagos que aun debe en la deuda.  Si usted no puede

hacer los pagos, el acreedor puede reposesar la propiedad en la cual tiene

interés de titulo asegurado (colateral), y puede venderlo, y hasta lo puede

demandar por un juicio por la diferencia entre la cantidad que se recibe de la

venta y la cantidad que usted debe en el préstamo.  Si no hay un interes de

aseguranza para el préstamo, el acreedor puede demandarlo y obtener un

juicio por la cantidad que debe.  Esto no sera afectado por la absolución de su

bancarrota.  Por esta razón, las leyes de bancarrota requieren que el juez

hable con usted para asegurarse que usted entiende a lo que se esta

comprometiendo.  Así se determinar si usted podrá mantener el acuerdo,

podrá hacer los pagos, y su razón por reafirmar dicha deuda.

Así es que el juez necesitara saber la respuesta a esas y otras preguntas para

poder decidir si aprobar o negar el acuerdo.  En la audiencia, el juez le hará

varias preguntas.  El quedrá saber si el acreedor con quien usted hizo este

acuerdo de reafirmación tiene algún interés asegurado sobre la deuda.  



Si es así, el juez quedrá saber que en cual de su propiedad el acreedor tiene

el interés de titulo asegurado.  Tambien quedre saber si todavia tiene la

propiedad en la cual tiene interés de titulo asegurado para esta deuda, si usted

tiene la propiedad que sirve de interes de titulo para esta deuda.  Si es así,

usted desea mantener la deuda? Porque? y cuanto esl el valor de tal

propiedad.

Si el acreedor no tiene colateral para la deuda, el juez querrá saber por que

usted quiere estar legalmente obligado a pagar dicha deuda.  Como piensa

usted que se beneficiara haciendose legalmente responsable por esa deuda.

Si el acreedor le ha hecho alguna promesa.  Si es así, lo tiene por escrito?

Aun si hay colateral por la deuda o no, el juez querrá saber si usted sabe

cuales son las condiciones de su acuerdo.  Si usted sabe cuales son las tarifas

de los intereses.  Si usted sabe cuanto tiempo le llevara pagar la deuda que

esta reafirmando.  Si usted ha sido demandado por alguno de sus acreedores

y si su deuda ha sido declarada como “sin poderse absolver” o si lo ha

amenazado con hacerlo.  

Si usted no se presenta a la audiencia, el juez negara la moción para reafirmar

cualquier deuda.  Si el juez niega la moción para reafirmar la deuda, usted no

tendrá ningúna responsabilidad para pagarle al acreedor, pero el acreedor

puede intentar reposeer el colateral (si existe alguno).  El acreedor no podrá

obtener un juicio en contra suya por la cantidad que debe en esta cuenta.  



























































































Job Announcement

Position: Consumer Law Project Staff Attorney

Position Available: Immediately

About Public Counsel:  Public Counsel, the public interest law firm of the Los Angeles
County and Beverly Hills Bar Associations, is  the nation’s largest
pro bono law office, dedicated to delivering free legal services
to indigent and underrepresented populations throughout Los
Angeles County.   Public Counsel’s projects and volunteers
handle legal issues in the areas of consumer rights, community
development, immigration, child care law, children’s rights, and
homelessness prevention.

Fighting for justice for indigent victims of consumer fraud and
abuse is the hallmark of Public Counsel’s oldest project, the
Consumer Law Project (“CLP”). Since its inception in 1970, the
CLP and its volunteer attorneys have assisted thousands of poor
consumers who have suffered at the hands of a variety of
different rip-off artists.

Job Description: The staff attorney will be responsible for managing and
expanding the Debtors Assistance Project (“DAP”), a joint
project created by Public Counsel and the Commercial Law and
Bankruptcy Section of the Los Angeles County Bar Association
to assist low-income consumers with Chapter 7 bankruptcy
issues.

The staff attorney will work with a full-time paralegal to assist low-
income debtors in the following areas: (1) evaluation of each
client’s financial situation and whether he/she would benefit from
a Chapter 7 bankruptcy; (2) preparation of Chapter 7 bankruptcy
petitions; (3) Chapter 7 non-dischargeability proceedings; and
(4) reaffirmation agreements.  In addition, the staff attorney will
expand the DAP to assist victims of foreclosure consultant fraud.
The staff attorney will provide most of this assistance through
recruitment and training of pro bono counsel to represent
debtors.  The staff attorney will also maintain a caseload of
cases not placed with pro bono counsel.



Job Announcement
Consumer Law Project Staff Attorney
Page 2

Through the creation of a bankruptcy debtor database, the staff
attorney will have the opportunity to monitor abusive creditor and
foreclosure consultant practices against low-income and
vulnerable clients.  With this information, he/she will be able to
undertake impact litigation, as well as educate legislators and
policy-makers about how bankruptcy affects low-income
consumers.

The staff attorney, along with the full-time paralegal, will also
participate in outreach and education efforts.  He/she will
develop educational materials, as well as design and implement
legal clinics.  The staff attorney will also work closely with other
bankruptcy service providers in Los Angeles to address the
issues faced by low income clients.  He/she will meet regularly
with representatives from the U.S. Bankruptcy Court, the U.S.
Trustee’s Office, the L.A. Free Clinic, and the L.A. County Bar
Association, among others. 

Qualifications: Must have J.D., preferably with 1-3 years of bankruptcy
experience; Spanish fluency preferred; must have strong desire
to assist indigent clients; and must have own transportation.

Salary: Commensurate with experience.

To Apply: Please send a cover letter, resume and brief legal writing sample
(may be an excerpt) to:

               ROBYN C. SMITH
               Directing Attorney, Consumer Law Project
               Public Counsel
               601 South Ardmore Ave.
               Los Angeles, CA  90005

               Facsimile Number: (213) 385-9089

No phone calls please.  Applications will be accepted until the
position is filled.

Public Counsel is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
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